Prevalence of episcleral and subconjunctival lipid deposits in Eskimos.
Slit lamp examinations of 340 Eskimos in Greenland revealed lipid deposits in 12%. The prevalence was significantly lower than in a Copenhagen series of Caucasians (45% out of 689 subjects) recorded for 10-year age groups. The numbers of lipid deposits seemed to be equal in lipid-positive subjects of the 2 ethnic groups, but the globules were more often localized temporally and more rarely superiorly in Eskimos than in Caucasians. The relatively rare occurrence of lipid deposits in Eskimos may possibly be due to the special composition of lipids on the blood and the rare occurrence of arteriosclerosis in Eskimos.